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question open, and we shall still, after our sacrifices, have the Alabama claims, but in a worse form. . . .
When Parliament met, Disraeli described the indirect claims as 'preposterous and wild/ and equivalent to 'the tribute* of a conquered people/ If the Government held that there was no doubt that the treaty excluded these claims, they must speak out calmly, frankly, and firmly, avoiding l the Serbonian bog <>f diplomacy/ and tell the United States Government plainly that it was impossible to accept their interpretation, and that., if they maintained it, the treaty must be cancelled. Gladstone responded in a like spirit, acknowledging Disraeli's patriotic and discreet treatment of American questions, and insisting first that the terms of the treaty were absolutely clear, and secondly that no nation with any spirit could submit to the American demands. Then* Is no doubt that the strong support which Disraeli gave (o the Government materially contributed to the cause of arbitration by convincing the American people that Great Britain was in earnest. The United States, however, made it. a point of honour not to waive the indirect claims; and the British Government on its side cle-tenniued to adjourn the arbitration until these were abandoned. But what the United States would not do as a Government their arbitrator, Charles Francis Adams, did for them. He persuaded his colleagues summarily to rule these claims out; and the arbitration accordingly proceeded. Disraeli raised himself decidedly in public, estimation by his conduct of tliis question. It was Been that there had been serious mismanagement by the Government to bring mat-tern to such a pass, and that it was highly patriotic of Disraeli to dwell but lightly on these shortcomings, and to .strengthen Gladstone's hands at a critical moment.
In other respects he did not spare the failures of Ministers. They had lived, he said in the debate on the Address, during the lust six months c in a blaxc of apology.' They would have further opportunities for defending them-lli, but I fear must end in that.
